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 FROM OUR PASTOR  
 

“Fear not, for I am with you.  Be not dismayed, for I am your God.  I will 

                            strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you... 

                                                                                                       Isaiah 41:10    

 

Dear Friends, 

 

There is so much in the world right now that can make us fear.  The corona 

virus, with its devastating effects, has drastically altered the lives of us all. 

 

The words of the Prophet Isaiah have been echoing in my head while I have 

spoken to many of you isolated at home or in the hospital. Speaking for God, 

Isaiah says boldly, “I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you!”  

God is able to step into the deepest chaos of the world with compassion and 

love.  During these difficult times we must listen deeply to our loving and 

powerful God and reach out to others, especially to others who need us most. 

 

I was in our beautiful church yesterday recording a personal message to our 

congregation.  Many thanks to Brad Parsons and Joy O'Connell for their help 

and to my son Caleb, who is home from Tufts University now, for assisting me 

in these efforts.  Please know that we want to support you in any way we can!  

We want to be with you spiritually even during this time of “social 

distancing.”   

 

May God be with you! 

Peace and love, 

 

Pastor Barbara 

 



 

 

COVID-19 UPDATES 
 

 

Leadership has suspended all church services and activities 

according to public health guidelines.  We will let you know when it 

is wise to reconvene.  During this time, we will continue to do our 

jobs; and as your pastor I will continue to be present to you, in 

body, mind, and spirit. 

 

I will be posting abbreviated worship services through this time. We 

are working to get them on our web page.  I am always available to 

you and you may call me or call the church office if you need to talk, 

or to share concerns you have for others.  Christina Goodwin, our 

Office Manager, is working with me and our Deacons to keep our 

prayer list updated and to keep me aware of any special Pastoral 

needs.   

 

As we face many challenges in the coming days, I will encourage you 

to see the special gifts of God in Christ in our midst.  We have a 

compassionate and loving church family, so reach out (by phone, by 

mail, by email) to others as a way to support one another and to be 

there for one another.   Remember God is with us so we can be there 

for one another. 

 

Do not hesitate to call on me 

 

Pastor Barbara 
 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please hold the following friends in your prayers this month: 
 

Carl & Shirley Locke-Moores  Margery Leach 

Shirley Landergren    Marianne 

Don Atkinson     Ginny Kaufman  

Arlene Durkee     Ivy 

Susan Waddington    Tammy Normand 

Alan Hagstrom    Paula Stanton 

Rosemary Riggs    The Koen Family 

Ellie Cummings    Deb Miller 

Erin Ryan     Nancy 

Julianne     Jr. 

Colleen     Anneliese 

Sharon & Wayne Martin   Paul Cantelli 

Abby Flynn     Eileen Avtges 

Webster     The Fore Family  

New York City    Jan Bell’s Brother    

 

 

Prayer Request Cards 

 

Prayer request cards can be found at the end of each pew. During the 

service please place your completed card in the collection plate, and your 

request will be forwarded to the Prayer Circle during Bible Study. 
 

 

 

https://difog.wordpress.com/2012/06/27/praying-with-eyes-open-part-2/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Membership 

 
Interested in Joining Trinity? 

 

Do you want information about joining the 

church? Or what we believe and how we 

practice our faith in the larger community? 

Rev. Seamon will be available after 

worship on Sundays to answer your 

questions and explore what our church 

practices together.  
 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

 

Do you have children you would like baptized? Would you like to be 

baptized yourself? Our church celebrates baptism of all ages and invited you 

to learn more about it. To schedule a meeting with Rev. Seamon, call her at 

413-367-9645 or call the church office at 978-283-1442. 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed 

under CC BY-NC 

http://www.pngall.com/spring-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


 

Jesus’ Hiddenness 

 
I don’t think you’ll ever be able to penetrate the mystery 

of God’s revelation in Jesus until it strikes you that the 

major part of Jesus’ life was hidden and that even the 

“public” years remained invisible as far as most people 

were concerned. Whereas the way of the world is to insist 

on publicity, celebrity, popularity, and getting maximum 

exposure, God prefers to work in secret. You must let 

that mystery of God’s secrecy, God’s anonymity, sink 

deeply into your consciousness because, otherwise, you’re 

continually looking at it from the wrong point of view. In 

God’s sight the things that really matter seldom take 

place in public. . . Maybe, while we focus our whole 

attention on the VIPs and their movements, on peace 

conferences and protest demonstrations, it’s the totally 

unknown people, praying and working in silence, who 

make God save us yet again from destruction.                                                        

(Nouwen, 2020)               

 

- Shared by Marlene Shindell, 

of the Bible Study group,  

March 26, 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join us  

For BIBLE STUDY 

Mondays at 1:00 p.m.; 

Our next meeting will be 

announced 

following the Church 

 re-opening 

STAY TUNED! 
 



 

 

 

 
Musical 

Opportunities 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

  

The Heavenly Ringers Bells 

Ensemble 

 

This musical group 

 is open to church members 

 and friends, and no musical 

ability required. The next 

practice will be announced on 

our website. 

 

 Please consider joining! 
 

Trinity Church Choir 

 

The Trinity Church Choir practices on 

Wednesday evenings.  

The next practice date will be determined 

following the re-opening of the church  

 

If you like to sing please consider this 

opportunity. 

 

 



 

 ~ Christian 

      Education ~ 

 

 

Hi!  As we are apart, I thought I'd forward along a mini-

Sunday School lesson to keep our families focused on Lent 

during this disruptive time.   

It's very easy to get caught up in the news and the spread of 

the virus.  Prayer is one of the best ways to relieve our stress 

during this time - give your worries over to God! 

There are 21 days left in Lent, so here's an easy way to keep 

prayers flowing ... have the kids make a paper chain (purple 

paper or pen if you have it) naming someone to pray for on 

each chain.  Each day, take one of the rings off and pray as a 

family for who is on the paper. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.weightymatters.ca/2013/07/parental-yes-files-local-church-edition.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Flowers 
 

Please see the sign-up poster on an easel in 

the Ladies’ Parlor, to sign up for flowers for 

Sunday church service. Flowers can be 

given in celebration; or be dedicated to the 

memory of a loved one. See Bonnie Gale 

for further information or email her at: 

bonnieg_ret@yahoo.com 
 

 

May Fisherman Deadline - 4/23 
 

Please send meeting dates, committee 

meeting business/news, member news, 

holiday events, scholarship announcements, 

missions opportunities, special articles etc. 

to Christina Goodwin email:  

trinity@trinitycongregational.org 

 
 

     

 

 

 

mailto:bonnieg_ret@yahoo.com
mailto:%20trinity@trinitycongregational.org
mailto:%20trinity@trinitycongregational.org
mailto:%20trinity@trinitycongregational.org
https://topher147.deviantart.com/art/News-Paper-Boy-Extra-Extra-Read-all-about-it-614828398
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


~ THRIFT SHOP NEWS ~ 

Thanks to our loyal customers and donors, the Cape Ann 

Thrift Shop has had a great season!  To protect our amazing 

volunteer staff and customers, we have had to shut down; 

and will not be accepting donations until further notice. 

 

This is difficult for all of us.  We supply needed items to 

people with the most need; and it is painful not to be of 

Service.  We are all praying that the ban will be lifted and 

we can be open again. 
 

 

  

 

College Scholarships 

  

The Dr. Doric J. Alviani Scholarship and the Trinity Church 

Scholarship will be awarded late this Spring. The Trinity 

Congregational Scholarship fund is managed by the Missions 

Committee, and The Doric Alviani Scholarship Fund is managed by 

the Music Committee.  

  

This year the application deadline is April 26th, 2020.  

  

To be eligible, students must have been accepted at an institution for 

higher learning, must be a member, associate member or directly 

related to a member of Trinity. Applicants need to submit a letter 

outlining educational background, goals, achievements, and where 

applicant will be studying.  

  

Please send your applications to the church office: 70 Middle Street 

and addressed to Scholarship Application. If you have questions, 

notify Jan Bell or Jeff Shindell. Recipients of the scholarship should 

plan to attend church Sunday, June 7th when scholarships will be 

awarded.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://redoubtnews.com/2017/03/bcrwi-scholarship-applications-available/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


 

 
 

Easter Sunday 
 
“Christ the Lord is Risen Today” is a traditional cornerstone 

hymn of our faith.  It celebrates life after death, hope in the 

midst of darkness, and the eternal truth of a love and 

presence that is always with us.  Because of “social 

distancing” we may not be able to share this good news on the 

actual day this year; we invite you all to save this and pull it 

out on Easter Sunday! 

 

Sing it, pray it, take in the message; and know that your 

church family is holding you close in this time when we are 

physically apart.  Remember that God loves you, and so do 

we!  Make sure you reach out to someone else and share a bit 

of the light and hope you find in God.  Make a phone call, 

write a note, send an email...use YOUR way to spread God's 

love on Easter Sunday...and every day 

 

 

 

Pastor Barbara 

 

 



 

 



 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Daily Lectionary Scripture References -April 2020 (Year A) 

 

Wed. April 1 
Psalm 32 

Jeremiah 32:1-9, 36-41 

Matthew 22:23-33 

 

Thurs., Apr. 2 
Psalm 31:9-16 
1 Samuel 16:11-13 

Philippians 1:1-11 

 
Fri., Apr. 3 
Psalm 31:9-16 
Job 13:13-19 
Philippians 1:21-30 

 

Sat., Apr. 4 
Psalm 31:9-16 
Lamentations 3:55-66 
Mark 10:32-34 

 

Sun., Apr. 5 
Sixth Sunday in Lent 
Palms 
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 
Matthew 21:1-11 
Passion 

Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 31:9-16 
Philippians 2:5-11 
Matthew 26:14—27:66 or Matthew 

27:11-54 

 

Mon., Apr. 6 
Isaiah 42:1-9; Psalm 36:5-11 

Hebrews 9:11-15; John 12:1-11 

 

Tues., Apr. 7 

Isaiah 49:1-7; Psalm 71:1-14 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31; John 12:20-36 

 

Wed., Apr. 8 

Isaiah 50:4-9a; Psalm 70 
Hebrews 12:1-3; John 13:21-32 

 
Thurs., Apr. 9 
Maundy Thursday 
Exodus 12:1-4 [5-10] 11-14 
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19 
1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

John 13:1-17, 31b-35 

 

Fri., Apr. 10 
Good Friday 
Isaiah 52:13—53:12 

Psalm 22 

Hebrews 10:16-25 or Hebrews 
4:14-16; 5:7-9 
John 18:1—19:42 

Sat., Apr 11 
Holy Saturday 
Job 14:1-14 or Lamentations 3:1-9, 
19-24 

Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16 
1 Peter 4:1-8 

Matthew 27:57-66 or John 19:38- 

42 
 

Sun., Apr. 12 

Easter 
Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43 

John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10 
 
Mon., Apr. 13 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 

Colossians 3:5-11 

 

Tues., Apr. 14 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Exodus 15:1-18 

Colossians 3:12-17 
 

Wed., Apr. 15 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Joshua 3:1-17 

Matthew 28:1-10 
 
Thurs., Apr. 16 
Psalm 16 

Song of Solomon 2:8-15 
Colossians 4:2-5 

 
Fri., Apr. 17 
Psalm 16 

Song of Solomon 5:9—6:3 
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

 

Sat., Apr. 18 

Psalm 16 

Song of Solomon 8:6-7 
John 20:11-20 

 
Sun., Apr. 19 
Second Sunday of Easter 
Acts 2:14a, 22-32 
Psalm 16 
1 Peter 1:3-9 

John 20:19-31 

Mon., Apr. 20 
Psalm 114 
Judges 6:36-40 

1 Corinthians 15:12-20 

 

Tues., Apr. 21 
Psalm 114 
Jonah 1:1-17 

1 Corinthians 15:19-28 

 
Wed., Apr. 22 
Psalm 114 
Jonah 2:1-10 

Matthew 12:38-42 

 

Thurs., Apr. 23 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
Isaiah 25:1-5 

1 Peter 1:8b-12 

 

Fri., Apr. 24 
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 

Isaiah 26:1-4 

1 Peter 1:13-16 
 

Sat., Apr. 25 

Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
Isaiah 25:6-9 
Luke 14:12-14 

 

Sun., Apr. 26 
Third Sunday of Easter 

Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
1 Peter 1:17-23 
Luke 24:13-35 

 

Mon., Apr. 27 
Psalm 134 
Genesis 18:1-14 
1 Peter 1:23-25 

 

Tues., Apr. 28 
Psalm 134 
Proverbs 8:32—9:6 

1 Peter 2:1-3 

 

Wed., Apr. 29 
Psalm 134 
Exodus 24:1-11 

John 21:1-14 
 
Thurs., Apr. 30 

Psalm 23 

Exodus 2:15b-25 
1 Peter 2:9-12 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

                                              “In 

God We Trust” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUR APRIL “FISHERMAN” IS HERE! The Trinity Fisherman is published monthly. All are 

welcome to submit Trinity news items and articles for publication. There are several ways to 

submit your news. By way of mail, email or stop by the Trinity Congregational Church office. 

 

Trinity Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 

A welcoming and inclusive community of faith 

70 Middle Street, Gloucester MA 01930 

(978) 283-1442 

Email: trinity@trinitycongregational.org 

www.trinitycongregational.org 

Find us on Facebook at http://trinitycongregational.org 
 

 

http://www.trinitycongregational.org/

