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December, 2020 

 

 

A Message from Pastor Norma 
 
I feel honored and blessed to have been called to minister here with you at 
Trinity Congregational Church UCC in Gloucester, MA! What a warm 
welcome you have extended! I’ve only been ministering here with you since 
the first of November and already I feel so at home in this warm church 
community.  
 
As I’ve walked through the neighborhood, I’m struck by how much a part of 
the neighborhood Trinity is. The church and the thrift shop are parts of so 
many peoples’ lives, even those who are not covenanted members of the 
church. As we reach out into the community, I want to recall and paraphrase 
some words of one of my favorite poets: we work together, whether we 
work together or apart! 
 
And this idea of working together while apart is apt for our current situation 
living in the midst of a pandemic. The church building may be closed, but the 
church is still open! Still we listen to one another, still we pray, still we 

 



worship, still we reach out for help and to help one another, still we praise 
God among us!  
 
Advent-at-Home Kit Bags: In order to emphasize that we continue to worship 
together and  observe our liturgical year together – even while physically 
distanced – we’ve distributed 75 Advent-at-Home Kit bags! We hope that 
these bags, containing a felt Advent wreath with tea lights, an Advent 
devotional, an Advent Calendar of Kindness, Advent prayer coloring sheets, a 
pack of crayons, prayer cards, and some sweet candies, will help you to 
watch and wait at home knowing that we all are watching and waiting 
together. Soon and very soon our Christ child will be born! I want to thank 
the deacons, Kim Parsons, and the children for helping with this project! 
 
Advent Series: “Poetry, Prose, and Conversation. As we begin Advent, I’ll be 
leading an Advent Conversation series on Zoom. I’ve called it “Poetry, Prose, 
and Conversation for Advent.” I decided to select particular readings for each 
week rather than commit to a book. In this way, you can let me know what 
appeals to you and what doesn’t appeal so much, and it will help me to get 
to know you better and select a book for a later series of conversations in 
the winter. The readings will be available in hard copy each Sunday for the 
following Sunday so you’ll have time to read them and think about what they 
have to say. They are also available by email; just be in touch with Christina 
to get them by email! The Zoom link and password will also be available from 
Christina as well.  
 
Pickup Pageant: We will have a pickup pageant at the outdoor Sunday 
worship on Sunday,  December 20th. A pickup pageant is really fun because 
you can arrive and select a costume on the spot and be whoever in the 
pageant you’d like to be! This is an intergenerational event – pageants aren’t 

just for kids anymore! 😊 You don’t have to learn any lines, because there 
are 3 narrators who will read from a script. Because we’ll be doing this 
outside, it will be short, less than 15 minutes. Because of the brevity, we may 
choose to do it twice on the half-hour, or something like that. So please be 
on the lookout for more information about our pickup pageant and come on 
down and take on a role – and a costume! 
 



 

Christmas Eve Worship: Our Christmas Eve service will be outside at 7 PM, 
with Zoom available and FM reception for car radios available just as we 
have every Sunday. We are working on ways to have candles to be lit during 
Silent Night. How beautiful it will be to have candles against the dark 
evening!  
 
I’m still getting to know you all, and if I haven’t met you yet, please don’t 
hesitate to call or email me. As you’ll find out soon enough, I love 

conversation! 😊 
 
May God bless you in this time of 
attentive waiting, expectant waiting, as 
we see what God will birth among us! 
 
Reverend Norma 

 

        
 

 
 

 
“Poetry, Prose, and Conversation for Advent” 

 
Pastor Norma invites everyone to join in by Zoom for Poetry, Prose, and 
Conversation for Advent at 7 PM on Sunday evenings in Advent!  
 
You can pick up the reading the Sunday before, or we can email it to you. 
Please let Christina or Pastor Norma know you’d like to participate, and we 
will send you the Zoom link and pass code. 

 
Dates are as follows: 
Sunday, November 29 at 7-8 PM 
Sunday, December 6 at 7-8 PM 
Sunday, December 13 at 7-8 PM 
Sunday, December 20 at 7-8 PM 

 

 

http://difog.wordpress.com/2010/11/29/advent/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


 
 

 

 

Pop-up Mini Christmas Fair 

December 12, 2020 

 

Trinity will be having a Pop-Up 

event.   We will be selling wreaths, 

jams, and Christmas items, outside! 

The thrift shop will be open 10:00-

3:00,  loaded with gift items and 

decorations! 

  There will be other surprises for 

you on Middle Street, so dress 

warmly and come see! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

In Our Prayers… 
 
Margery Leach, Ginny Kaufman, Arlene Durkee, Susan Waddington, Paula Stanton, Ellie 
Cummings, Deb Miller, Anneliese Michel, Webster, Barbara Maddix, Tammy Normand, 
Our Church, A vaccine for Covid-19, Carl Moores, Barbara Catalini, Erin Ryan, Kim 
Normand, Colleen Moceri and Family, Willie Greenbaum, Jane Stephens, Kevin 
Murphy, Lisa Bell, Shirley Landergren, Jane Remsen (MJ McGlennon’s daughter), Janice 
Cantelli, Jack O’Malley, Harry Gilbert (Bev’s brother), Jeff and Marlene Shindell and 
Bryan and Nancy Johnson. 

 
 



 

 
 
 

It  
Came 

To pass 
In those 

Days that 
There went 

Out a decree 
From Caesar Au- 

gustus that all 
The world should 
Be taxed; and this 

Taxing was first made 
When Cyrenius was gov- 

ernor of Syria, and all 
Went to be taxed every one 

Into his own city.  And Joseph 
Also went up from Galilee, out 
Of the City of Nazareth, into Ju- 

dea, unto the City of David which 
Is called Bethlehem, because he was 
Of the house and lineage of David, to 

Be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being  
great with child.  And so, it was that while they 

 were there, the days were accomplished that she 
should be delivered, and she brought forth her 
first-born son, and wrapped him in swaddling 

clothes, and laid him in a manger because there  
no room for them in  

the  
inn. 

LUKE 2:1-7 
 

 
-Taken from the archives December 1983 



 

                     Deacon’s Doings 

 

During the past month, the Deacons have been busy with many different tasks, in 

preparation for Christmas.  They have helped: 

 

❖ Distribute Lenten Bags, so that everyone could 

have an Advent Wreath at home, including 

those not regularly attending services, outdoors 

at the church. 

 

❖ Facilitate the upcoming Christmas Pageant, with 

the help of Pastor Norma, Kim Parson, and the 

children who attend Sunday School. 

 

❖ Decorate the church with wreaths, that were 

assembled outside, by a hearty group of 

parishioners.  Window candles were also placed 

inside. 

 

The Trinity Carolers, including the children, will be visiting homes to serenade you, 

outside of your home, at a safe social distance.  For a visit on one of the first three 

Sundays in December, between the hours of 1 and 4, please call the office to have a 

day set aside for your caroling visit. 

 

Preparations are also well under way in order to continue Sunday Services outside, 

during The Advent Season. 

 

Please don’t forget! :  An outside candlelight service is being planned for Christmas 

Eve, at 7pm.  

 

 
 
 



 

 

~ Missions Musings ~ 
 

                One of our largest food deliveries ever was donated 

to the Open Door!  Twenty large brown grocery bags holding 

lots of good Thanksgiving stuff was brought to the donation 

area at the food bank! Thank you to all who donated food this 

past month. The need continues and we would collect any non-perishable 

food at our outside services as long as we can.  

             Our committee voted to donate $200 to support Operation Troop 

Support**. We purchased a variety of items needed by women who are 

serving in active duty. The items were brought to Pauline's Gift Shop and 

then delivered to Danvers for shipping. This is the third year we have been 

involved with this organization which is supported by Women Small 

Business Owners.  

                                                                                         Jeff Shindell  

 

 

**Established in March 2003, Operation Troop Support is an organization from Boston’s 

north shore area that serves our deployed men and women in uniform from across the 

country. Headquartered in Danvers, Massachusetts, Operation Troop Support has FIVE 

missions: 

• Sending care packages to our deployed troops 

• Supplying our military hospitals both state side and abroad with much needed 

comfort items 

• Spearheading an extensive holiday gift wrapping and distribution program to our 

military forces 

• Coordinating a regional military family support group program 

• Generating a public awareness of the sacrifices and needs of the soldiers and their 

families… 

Borrowed from: https://operationtroopsupport.org/about-our-organization/ 

https://operationtroopsupport.org/about-our-organization/


                        May there come to you 

At this holiday time – 
An abundance 

Of the precious things of Life: 
Health, Happiness, and 
Enduring Friendships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas! – from your historians, Sharon Martin & Dottie Cole         

  



 

 

News from The Linus Blanket Project… 

 

We are still knitting and sewing for Linus!  Please continue 

to do your beautiful work – the hospital’s all love them (the blankets)! 

 

Above is a sample of some of our recent work; and see below for an 

excerpt from a recent thank you letter, sent by the folks over at Beth 

Israel Lahey (Beverly Hospital). 

 

 

“Dear Knitters, 

Oh My goodness! A surprise delivery of a wonderful bag of blankets- such 

special knits! 

So many to choose from and the parents of the newborns will be thrilled! I 

have so enjoyed looking at, and admiring, each one myself! The care and 

expertise of each are amazing to me. 

Each blanket is one of love and so individualized-we continue to point out 

the Project Linus label in each as we share your story. You make so many 

new parents so happy and the nurses so love giving these gifts out! 

Please share our heartfelt thanks with all of your knitters-it means so much 

to us. Your work is beyond exception and made with so much love.” 



 

 

A special thank you goes out to Roy 

McCauley for taking care of having 

our sign updated. 

 

Thanks Roy! 

    

  

 
IR 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Message from the Collector 
 

If you have received envelopes for the calendar year 2020 you will automatically receive 
envelopes for the calendar year 2021; unless you let Christina, the 
Office Manager, know that you don’t want them. You can reach her 
at the Trinity phone number 978-283-1442. If you did not receive 
envelopes during 2020 and would like to receive them for 2021, 
please let Christina know. Envelopes will be delivered. Thank you. 
 
 

 

 



 

 

      

 

 
                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

“In God We Trust” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUR  DECEMBER “FISHERMAN” IS HERE! The Trinity Fisherman is published monthly. 

All are welcome to submit Trinity news items and articles for publication. There are several 

ways to submit your news. By way of mail, email or stop by the Trinity Congregational Church 

office. 

 

Trinity Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 

A welcoming and inclusive community of faith 

70 Middle Street, Gloucester MA 01930 

(978) 283-1442 

Email: trinity@trinitycongregational.org 

www.trinitycongregational.org 

Find us on Facebook at http://trinitycongregational.org 
 

 

http://www.trinitycongregational.org/

