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 FROM OUR PASTOR  
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
I give thanks for all of you as we continue to be safe in our homes and 
to slowly think about the safest ways to be together as a 
congregation.  Please know I hold you all in my prayers.  I pray for 
your health and patience as we move through this time when our 
state is in a state of emergency due to the COVID 19 virus.   I am eager 
to see your faces and to share the wonder and power of God with you, 
especially during the season of Pentecost,   
 
I long to see you,  
 
Barbara 

 
 
 

 
I usually say the Prayer of Invocation during The Memorial Day 

Service.  My prayer for those that have given their lives in service of 
our country follows:  

 

 



 
 

Memorial Day  
Trinity Congregational Church 

Invocation    
Rev Barbara K Seamon  

 
Let us Pray 

 
Loving Creator, in whom we live and breathe and have  

our being, hear us as we honor those who, through the centuries, have 
given their lives in service to our country. 

 
 

Bestow upon us mercy and grace that we may rightly remember their 
ultimate sacrifice. 

 
Remind us to listen for Your guidance of hope and grace, that All 

people may one day live in harmony and peace. 
 

Shine your face through the clouds of loss 
Be gracious unto us and lift your countenance  

upon us now and forever more.  
AMEN 

 
It is important to honor those who serve this country.  

 
Memorial Day is important to me personally.  General John A Logan, 
my father's great uncle instituted it so that we may never forget the 

great sacrifice of those who gave their lives for this country.   He 
believed that such their great sacrifice should never be forgotten. 

 
“They shall not grow old as we that are left to grow old. 

Age shall not weary them, nor years condemn. 
But as the sun goes down and then rises in the morning. 

We will remember them.” 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Annual Meeting will be held via Zoom on 

June 7 at 4 PM.  We need a quorum! 

 

You can link to Zoom online, or via phone.  

Links and contact numbers will be sent out prior 

to the meeting, next weekend.   

 

It was voted at the recent Council Mtg. to allow 

voting by mail after reviewing the Budget and 

the Annual Report. You will either receive it 

electronically or by US Mail. After reviewing, 

please follow the enclosed instructions.   



 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership 

 

Interested in Joining Trinity? 

 

Do you want information about joining the church? Or what we believe 

and how we practice our faith in the larger community? Rev. Seamon will 

be available after worship on Sundays to answer your questions and 

explore what our church practices together. 
 

 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

 

Do you have children you would like baptized? Would you like 

to be baptized yourself? Our church celebrates baptism of all 

ages and invited you to learn more about it. To schedule a 

meeting with Rev. Seamon, call her at 413-367-9645 or call the 

church office at 978-283-1442. 
 

**Have you changed your email address, address, cell phone 

number, landline phone number, or last name? 

 

If you have changed any of these within the last 5 years…Please 

inform Christina so that she can update the rolls.  Christina’s email: 

trinity@trinitycongregational.org 



Together we Pray to God 
 

Prayer is the language of the Christian community. In prayer the 

nature of the community becomes visible because in prayer we direct 

ourselves to the One who forms the community. We do not pray to 

each other, but together we pray to God, who calls us and makes us 

into a new people. Praying is not one of the many things the 

community does. Rather, it is its very being. Many discussions about 

prayer do not take this very seriously. Sometimes it seems as if the 

Christian community is “so busy” with its projects and plans that there 

is neither the time nor the mood to pray. But when prayer is no longer 

its primary concern, and when its many activities are no longer seen 

and experienced as part of prayer itself, the community quickly 

degenerates into a club with a common cause but no common 

vocation. 

 

By prayer, community is created as well as expressed. Prayer is first 

of all the realization of the community itself. Most clear and most 

noticeable are the words, the gestures, and the silence through which 

the community is formed. When we listen to the word, we not only 

receive insight into God’s saving work, but we also experience a new 

mutual bond. When we stand around the altar, eat bread and drink 

wine, kneel in meditation, or walk in procession, we not only 

remember God’s work in human history, but we also become aware of 

God’s creative presence here and now. When we sit together in silent 

prayer, we create a space where we sense that the One, we are waiting 

for is already touching us, as he touched Elijah in front of the cave (1 

Kings 19:13). 
 

(Nouwen, 2020)https://henrinouwen.org/meditation/together-we-pray-to-god/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://henrinouwen.org/meditation/together-we-pray-to-god/


 

A Sheep Story 
 

      Sheep are often mentioned in the bible and for good reason. 
Sheep can tip over without being able to get up without help!  This is 

called cast down. They may be heavy with a full fleece or a baby. 
Whatever the reason, their center of gravity is off. If the sheep can't 

get up, it can die within hours.  
 

      People are like sheep. We can become physically vulnerable. 
Things can weigh us down. We lose our spiritual balance. Like the 

sheep, we become cast down and can't rescue ourselves.  
 

      The sheep has a farmer or rancher who can grab it by its wool and 
support it until it can walk again.  We have Jesus, the Good Shepherd, 
who comes to our rescue. Through the power of his word, he infuses 

us with strength. Through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, we are 
supported until we can stand up and step out in faith once more.  

  
      We can be cast down, but we don't have to stay that way!    AMEN 

 
- Shared by Marlene Shindell of  

The Bible Study Group 

 

 

 
 



  

This ‘n ThaT  
By Dottie Cole 

 
I found another piece of information about 
our 150-year-old clock, that we have 
hanging in the sanctuary.  It is now run by 
electricity, but originally it was a wind-up 
clock, and I didn’t know if it was a 7-day or 
30-day clock, as the company made both 
types. 
 
I just found a sentence in a Diaconate 
report in 2002, stating that the clock (had 
been returned from a clock repair shop in 
Magnolia) “is now run by battery and will 
no longer require weekly winding to keep 
accurate time.” 
 
From wind-up to battery to electricity.  And 
Brad still has to lean way over the railing of 
the balcony and reach down with his 
special stick to change the time whenever 
the electricity goes off, and twice a year to change the time from Eastern Standard to Daylight 
Savings time; and back again… 

 
 
 
 
 
Last month I told you that someone wrote a snipped about Julia Lane remembering seeing 
President Taft, at a Sunday morning service, here at Trinity.  I said that I didn’t know who 
wrote the report, or who Julia Lane was. 
 
Within an hour of the Fisherman going out in email, I received an email back from Joy 
O’Connell saying “I know who Julia Lane was!  She was Florence Lane’s mother and lived on 
Wheeler’s Point.” (Florence Lane is our Historian Emerita) 
 
Later that evening, I received a telephone call from Ellie Cummings.  She repeated what Joy 
had told me; and then said that Julia was baptized here and was a life-time member of 
Trinity.  And at one time Julia held the honor of being the person who was a member of 
Trinity the longest of all living members at that time. 
 
So, now we know all about Julia Lane.  I still don’t know who wrote the report, and I have no 
further information of President Taft being here at Trinity.  But, it’s still fun! 



College Scholarships 
 

The Dr. Doric J. Alviani Scholarship and the Trinity Church 

Scholarship will be awarded on June 7th. The Trinity 

Congregational Scholarship fund is managed by the Missions 

Committee, and The Doric Alviani Scholarship Fund is 

managed by the Music Committee.  

  

Information regarding the awarding of the scholarships will be 

emailed prior to June 7.  If you do not receive an email by June 4, 

please call Trinity office (978) 283-1442 

 

  

 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    
 

 

Missions' Musings 
 
 

             The committee delivered 113 pairs of socks, 26 sports bras, 

and 89 pairs of panties totaling 228 items to Pauline's Gift Shop. 

These items will be shipped to women serving in active duty 

worldwide. Pauline was thrilled with the donation from our church 

and thanked us for our continued support of this program. Last year 

we donated cosmetics and personal care products.  Pauline works 

with a non-profit organization called Operation Troop Support out of 

Danvers.   

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
DEACON’S DOINGS  

MAY 2020  

 

Greetings from your Deacons with prayers continuing for all our members and 

friends as we struggle to find a new normal.  

Recently Deb Paul and Shelagh McCauley have joined the Diaconate. It will be a 

pleasure serving with them this year as we revitalize the operations at Trinity.  

The Deacons, Rev. Barbara, and Brad, our Zoom guru, met on Wednesday, May 

27 by way of Zoom. What an interesting experience that was!  Using our usual 

format, we had a most successful meeting.  

A lively discussion was held about our Sunday worship service. As you know, all 

the Sunday worship services are posted to the Trinity website where they will 

remain so you have continuous access to all of them any time. The most interest 

centered around having an outdoor service in our parking lot. Hopefully, this will 

occur within the next few weeks. Going forward any social interactions will only 

occur if we feel they can happen while keeping you safe.  

We are seriously considering a virtual communion at our service on the first 

Sunday in June, June 7. Have your bread and juice on hand in case all the 

logistics are figured out.  

Also, we will welcome back our lay readers.........and attempt to send, 

electronically when possible, a new version of the bulletin. Until the timing gets 

caught up you might get it late if you receive it by US mail.  

A lot of discussion and planning will be occurring over the next few weeks to 

make these ideas become a reality.   

Our church continues to operate with bills coming due and salaries needing to be 

paid. Not having a weekly collection has had an impact, so please consider 

mailing in your donation or placing a check in the church mailbox to the right of 

the front door.  

Once we are comfortable that we can reopen the Church, and the kitchen, the  

Diaconate will be hosting a Baked Potato Luncheon in Fellowship Hall. 
  



  Daily Lectionary Scripture References -June 2020 (Year A)  
      

  
Mon. June 1  
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  
Joel 2:18-29  
Romans 8:18-24  
  
Tues., June 2  
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  
Ezekiel 39:7-8, 21-29  
Romans 8:26-27  
  
Wed., June 3  
Psalm 104:24-34, 35b  
Numbers 11:24-30  
John 7:37-39  
  
Thurs., June 4  
Psalm 8  
Job 38:1-11  
2 Timothy 1:8-12a  
  
Fri., June 5  
Psalm 8  
Job 38:12-21  
2 Timothy 1:12b-14  
  
Sat., June 6  
Psalm 8  
Job 38:22-38  
John 14:15-17  
  
Sun., June 7  
Trinity Sunday  
Genesis 1:1—2:4a   
Psalm 8  
2 Corinthians 13:11-13  
Matthew 28:16-20  
  
Mon., June 8  
Psalm 29   
Job 38:39—39:12  
1 Corinthians 12:1-3  
  
Tues., June 9  
Psalm 29  
Job 39:13-25  
1 Corinthians 12:4-13  
  
Wed., June 10  
Psalm 29  
Job 39:26—40:5   
John 14:25-26  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  

    

  
Thurs., June 11  
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19  
Genesis 21:1-7  
Hebrews 3:1-6  
  
Fri., June 12  
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19   
Genesis 24:1-9  
Acts 7:35-43  
  
Sat., June 13  
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19  
Genesis 24:10-52  
Mark 7:1-13  
    
Sun., June 14  
Second Sunday after Pentecost  
Genesis 18:1-15 [21:1-7  
Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19  
Romans 5:1-8  
Matthew 9:35—10:8 [9-23]  
  
Mon., June 15  
Psalm 126  
Genesis 23:1-19  
1 Thessalonians 3:1-5  
  
Tues., June 16  
Psalm 126  
Genesis 25:7-11  
2 Thessalonians 2:13—3:5  
  
Wed., June 17  
Psalm 126  
Nehemiah 9:1-8  
Luke 6:12-19  
  
Thurs., June 18 Psalm 86:1-

10  
Exodus 12:43-49  
Hebrews 2:5-9  
  
Fri., June 19  
Psalm 86:1-10  
Genesis 35:1-4  
Acts 5:17-26   
  
Sat., June 20  
Psalm 86:1-10  
Ezekiel 29:3-7  
Luke 11:53—12:3  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
Sun., June 21  
Third Sunday after Pentecost  
Genesis 21:8-21  
Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17  
Romans 6:1b-11  
Matthew 10:24-39  
  
Mon., June 22  
Psalm 86:11-17  
Genesis 16:1-15  
Revelation 2:1-7  
  
Tues., June 23  
Psalm 86:11-17  
Genesis 25:12-18  
Revelation 2:8-11  
  
Wed., June 24 Psalm 86:11-
17  
Jeremiah 42:18-22  
Matthew 10:5-23  
  
Thurs., June 25  
Psalm 13  
Micah 7:18-20  
Galatians 5:2-6  
  
Fri., June 26  
Psalm 13  
2 Chronicles 20:5-12  
Galatians 5:7-12  
  
Sat., June 27  
Psalm 13  
Genesis 26:23-25  
Luke 17:1-4  
  
Sun., June 28  
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost  
Genesis 22:1-14  
Psalm 13  
Romans 6:12-23  
Matthew 10:40-42  
  
Mon., June 29  
Psalm 47  
Genesis 22:15-18  
1 Thessalonians 4:9-12  
  
Tues., June 30  
Psalm 47  
1 Kings 18:36-39  
1 John 4:1-6  
  
  
  
  
           

 



 

 
                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

“In God We Trust” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUR MAY “FISHERMAN” IS HERE! The Trinity Fisherman is published monthly. All are 

welcome to submit Trinity news items and articles for publication. There are several ways to 

submit your news. By way of mail, email or stop by the Trinity Congregational Church office. 

 

Trinity Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 
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70 Middle Street, Gloucester MA 01930 

(978) 283-1442 

Email: trinity@trinitycongregational.org 

www.trinitycongregational.org 

Find us on Facebook at http://trinitycongregational.org 
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