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 FROM OUR PASTOR  
 

 

October, 2020 

 

 

Dear Trinity Friends: 
 
Over the past few months, as we’ve walked our way through the story of 
Trinity Church, I’ve been impressed—and I hope you are too—with the way 
people have cared for each other. My sense is that it hasn’t been thundering 
preaching or perfect programs that kept this congregation going for almost 
two centuries. It’s been people determined to stay together, learning to 
treat each other as brothers and sisters, children together in the family of 
Jesus Christ, even when times are hard. 
 
And they are hard today. I don’t need to recite the list! Many of us are 
suffering; perhaps without any of the rest of us knowing that they are 
worried every day about paying bills, finding another job, or taking care of 
family members.  
 
Please know that you are not alone. You are part of God’s family here at 
Trinity Church in Gloucester, bound together by our covenant to watch over 
each other, to look out for everyone’s welfare. Of course, we support worthy 

 



causes through our missions budget; and support the work of the Grace 
Center. But the deacons and pastor also have access to outside funds to 
support those in need among us.  
 
As cold weather and the holiday season are approaching, we want to make 
sure that no one in the congregation goes without.   We will handle any 
requests confidentially and quietly, in the biblical way, with the “left hand 
not knowing what the right hand is doing.” Please contact me, Sheila 
Maguire, or any of the deacons; and let us know what we can do to help.  
 
Pastor Peggy 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

In Our Prayers… 
 

  
 
 

Margery Leach    Bev Harloff 
 
Shirley Landergren   Ginny Kaufman 
  
Arlene Durkee     Susan Waddington   
    
Paula Stanton    Grace Hagstrom 
 
Ellie Cummings    Colleen Moceri and family 
 
Deb Miller     Erin Ryan 
     
Jr.      Carl Moores 
 
Anneliese Michel   Webster 
     
Barbara Maddix    Barbara Catalini  
    
Tammy Normand   Kim Normand 
 
Our Church    A vaccine for Covid-19 
  
Rev. Anne Dineen’s Husband Gregory Mosher 
 
Jane Stephens     Lisa Bell 
 
Kevin Murphy    Betsy and Bob Kolar 
 



 

 
 
 

 
We studied three great leaders this 
month. We read about Gideon who 
led a small army of God's soldiers to 
defeat a mighty Midianite army.  
Gideon was totally surprised when 
God called him into service but once 
convinced served God with zest, 
resourcefulness and speed. His story if 
full of twists and turns which can be 
found in Judges 6-8.  
 
The book of Ezra was our next study. 
Ezra was a man who studied God's 
word and was given the responsibility 
to know the word and then teach 
others to apply and obey the law.  Ezra began a spiritual movement that 
led to the rebuilding of  Jerusalem. Ezra's story is told in Ezra 7:1-10:16  
 
Ezra's story set the stage for our studying Nehemiah who would  
accomplish the rebuilding of the wall in Jerusalem. Nehemiah  shows us 
that God can use ordinary people to accomplish impossible tasks. Under his 
leadership the wall was rebuilt in a matter of 52 days. His story is one of 
how  God listens to our prayers. His story is told in the book of Nehemiah.  

 
 
                                                       Marlene Shindell 
  



 

 

                 LINUS BLANKETS 

 

The Trinity Linus Blanket Group usually has a 

Sunday blessing of the quilts, before we send 

them off to Linus Pediatric Hospitals, Beverly 

Hospital and Shriners Hospital. 

 

 

 

 

We are still out there knitting and sewing 

for this wonderful cause, that The Trinity 

Church sponsors. 

 

 

 

 

Due to Covid, our tradition will change a 

little.  Perhaps, some good thoughts and 

prayers from everyone will be sent long 

distance this year. 

 

 



 

Associated Clergy of Cape Ann Host  

“Repairing Our Spirit of 

Connection” 

 

“On Monday, September 21st at 4 p.m. at Good Harbor Beach, the 

Associated Clergy of Cape Ann invite(d) the community to gather for 

prayer, presentations by area leaders, and a ritual of healing. The 

gathering (was) in response to rising instances of public expression 

of hate, including a large swastika recently found drawn in the sand 

at Good Harbor Beach.  At a time when across the nation 

divisiveness and hate are rising, the purpose of this gathering (was) 

to affirm our bonds of love, affection and fundamental connection 

despite political and religious differences.” 

                                -Excerpted from Associated Clergy of Cape Ann 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD LUCK, NANCY!  

 We will miss you! 

The handbell choir gathered at MJ’s house, to bid farewell to 

Nancy Anderson; as she will be moving to a new community. 

We are all going to miss Nancy; and wish her well on her next 

great adventure! 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

the Manual 

 
 Joy O'Connell bought a book from 
Amazon titled "The Manual of The 
Evangelical Congregational Church 
Gloucester, Mass., 1885."     It is a 
small, bound, soft cover reprint of 
Trinity's annual report for that year. 
There have been some changes in 
the format of our annual reports 
over the past 125 years, some things 
were added and others have been 
deleted, but all of the reports reflect 
the life of the church. 
 
Unexpectedly, I found printed on the 
outside back cover, "This work has 
been selected by scholars as being 
culturally important, and is part of 
the knowledge base of civilization as 
we know it."  
 
Studying literature helps scholars and historians understand the human 
experience. Gaining knowledge by studying the traditions and cultures of 
that time period helps to explain how our society came to be. It is interesting 
to know that trinity's history is recognized as being so historically significant. 
 
 
 

The submission deadline for the November 2020 
Fisherman is Tuesday, October 27th!  Submissions 
received after this date may be held until the 
December Fisherman. 
 

 



DEACON’S DOINGS 

SEPT 23, 2020 
 
The Deacons met outside at Kathy Hamilos’ house, this past Wednesday. 
One of the topics discussed was how vulnerable we have all become since 
the beginning of the pandemic. The outcome of the conversation is that we, 
as your church, want to offer both financial, as well as spiritual accessibility 
to make life just a little easier if possible.   
 
Please know that Pastor Peggy is always available for conversation to assist 
with any spiritual concerns. Set up a meeting time on Sunday after service, 
or leave a message on the church answering machine. As Pastor Peggy 
mentioned in the ‘From Our Pastor’ Fisherman opening, both she and the 
deacons have access to outside funds, to support those who are in need.  
If you have been impacted by Covid, or are having financial difficulties, 
please feel free to reach out to Pastor Peggy, who will confidentially  handle 
your request.  
 
Our Drive-in church services continue to be a success! The season is  
changing, the mornings are cooler, which we cause us to have second 
thoughts about attending.   In response to that hesitation, Shelagh McCauley 
pointed out: “...if someone gave you two tickets to the Patriots game, you’d 
probably bundle up and attend the game. So, folks, dig out the winter 
jackets, hats, mittens and scarfs and join us at 10:30!  
 
Earlier this week the UCC, and the state, issued new guidelines for churches 
that we are reviewing. 
We will be meeting in 
two weeks to further 
discuss how to 
proceed and will keep 
you informed. 

 



With Gratitude 
We are truly thankful that so many  in our congregation have been able to 

attend weekly worship together, every Sunday, throughout the Spring and 

Summer.  First there was Zoom; and then there was Drive-In Church.  We 

have been blessed with Communion every week; along with an incredible 

sermon, and delightful music. All of this has been a wonderful spiritual 

experience in this time of the COVID pandemic.  

Many people put in a lot of time making this happen.  Without Brad Parsons, 

we’d all have been sitting home watching a service on our televisions; and  

wondering what was going on. Brad has made our Sunday mornings exciting.  

We look forward to worshiping together each week; and owe him a great big 

THANK YOU!  

When you see him, please give him a thumbs up to show your appreciation. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Missions 

Committee is continuing to hold a food drive for The 

Open-Door Food Pantry.  With Thanksgiving in mind, 

instead of canned goods and peanut butter, we would 

like to collect cranberry sauce, turkey gravy, stuffing 

mixes, and canned veggies. These can be placed in our 

basket on Sundays.  Also, please remember to check 

expiration dates. Thank you for your help!                     

- Many thanks, Marlene 

Office Hours: The Fall hours for the office are Mon,  Tues, Thurs and Fri  from 

1-5 p.m.  Any changes to that schedule will be recorded on the Church 

voicemail. 



The Pumpkins Are Coming! The Pumpkins Are Coming! 
 

We look forward to seeing you at the West Gloucester Trinitarian Congregational 
Church Pumpkin Patch this year.  
 
These pumpkins started life about 100 days ago on a farm on the Navajo Indian 
Reservation in Farmington, NM.   Great care was taken in planting, growing and 
harvesting them, to ensure that you get a quality pumpkin with a long shelf life.  
 
Nearly 100% of our farm workforce is Native American, which is very important because 
the unemployment rate in this region is over 40%.  This project and others like it create 
roughly 25 fulltime jobs and 550 seasonal jobs for Native Americans.  Your pumpkin is a 
non-GMO product.  After ripening, this pumpkin was hand loaded on a truck and traveled 
all the way to the pumpkin patch of the West Gloucester Trinitarian Congregational 
Church to help raise money for our church’s mission and ministry  This pumpkin has 
helped a lot of folks on his way to you, so treat him nicely!  

 

HOURS 
Friday, Oct. 9; Saturday, Oct. 10; Sunday, Oct. 11th & Monday, Oct. 12th 9AM-7PM 

Closed Tues. Oct. 13-Thurs. Oct. 15 
Weekdays, beginning Oct. 16, 4PM – 7PM 

Every Weekend 9AM – 7PM 
 

 
  

 

 
 

West Gloucester Trinitarian Congregational Church, 
488 Essex Ave., Gloucester, MA 01930



 

 

      

 

 
                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

“In God We Trust” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUR  OCTOBER “FISHERMAN” IS HERE! The Trinity Fisherman is published monthly. 

All are welcome to submit Trinity news items and articles for publication. There are several 

ways to submit your news. By way of mail, email or stop by the Trinity Congregational Church 

office. 

 

Trinity Congregational Church, United Church of Christ 

A welcoming and inclusive community of faith 

70 Middle Street, Gloucester MA 01930 

(978) 283-1442 

Email: trinity@trinitycongregational.org 

www.trinitycongregational.org 

Find us on Facebook at http://trinitycongregational.org 
 

 

http://www.trinitycongregational.org/

